
The prophet Joseph was responsible for, but not the author of all of the lectures, as Dahl explains 
in   “Authorship and History of the Lectures on Faith” (Larry E. Dahl    Larry E. Dahl and 
Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., The Lectures on Faith in Historical Perspective (Provo: BYU Religious 
Studies Center, 1990), 8-10. 

One of the authorship studies of the Lectures on Faith was done by Alan J. Phipps 
as a master's thesis in 1977. He compared the frequency of use of certain "function 
words" in the Lectures with the use of the same words in the writings of several persons 
who may have had a hand in writing the Lectures, ie, Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, 
Sidney Rigdon, William W. Phelps, and Parley P. Pratt. He concludes: 

The study showed that Sidney Rigdon's use of function words corresponded very 
closely with that in Lectures One and Seven, and fairly well with Two, Three, 
Four, and Six. Joseph Smith's use of function words matched closely those in 
Lecture Five, with some evidence of his having co-authored or edited Two, Three, 
Four, and Six. . . . The data and tests appear, therefore, to assign the authorship of 
the Lectures on Faith mainly to Sidney Rigdon, with Lecture Five and perhaps 
some parts of the other lectures, except One and Seven, to Joseph Smith (66-67).

....... 
Conclusions About Authorship 

What then can we conclude about authorship of the Lectures on Faith? It 
is clear that several of the brethren participated in writing them. It is also clear 
that Joseph Smith and perhaps others prepared them for publication after they 
were written. Undoubtedly, the Lectures were, in the words of President John 
Taylor, "published with the sanction and approval of the Prophet Joseph Smith" 
(Woodford 1:87). It would therefore seem appropriate to attribute the ideas, 
principles, and doctrines in the Lectures on Faith to the Prophet Joseph.   


